AB 688 — Domestic Violence Victim Protection
Sponsored by: Los Angeles County Sheriff's Depanti®d.os Angeles District Attorney’s Office

SUMMARY

Current law requires a person charged with a migd@or for domestic violence to appear before a
judge or commissioner in order to have the fadesvemt to the arrest reviewed and determine whether
the person is a threat to the alleged victim dh#opublic. However, there are discrepancies itesta

law that potentially allow for the release of agmar charged without ever appearing before a judge o
commissioner.

THE SOLUTION

Assembly Bill 688 would clarify that a person chedgvith a misdemeanor domestic violence may not
be released on their own recognizance until thay éippear before a judge or commissioner.

BACKGROUND

Currently, California Penal Code 8853.6 allows ageeofficer to release a person charged with
misdemeanor domestic violence on their own rec@me without having the person appear in front
of a judge or commissioner if he/she believes dsmgvill not endanger the victim or the victim’s
property. However, California Penal Code §127@ales that a person charged with a misdemeanor
domestic violence cannot be released on their @vognizance until they have appeared in front of a
judge or commissioner. Penal Code §1270.1 contairexceptions.

There is a need for clarification on this issuecéyding to the California Department of Justice’s
Crime in California in 200#eport, California law enforcement received 179,84mestic violence
calls that year; 69,422 calls involved weaponshasgfirearms and knives. Law enforcement officials
do not want to take a chance on releasing an itdaliback into the community where that person
could potentially do more harm. The Los Angeles i@p$heriff's Department and the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office believe the decision shd be left up to a judge or commissioner to make
the decision as to on whether the person is fietorn to the community.

Staff Contact:
For more information, please contact Dave Martithwhe Office of Assemblymember Mike Eng at
(916) 319-2049 / Dave.Martin@asm.ca.gov



